To VirCiinia Burr , hopefully via Bob Graeta, from ^arold Vfeisborg 5/25/94 
Bo- r Virciiiia, 

Your ’’Outcido tin llacic Ci/iclo'* It. a delicht as vrell as an important account of 
wliat iras at once a terrible and rcx/ordin^- era in our history. It lias come bet^/een me 
and the work tha-' me'ms much to me becauso with health fragile and mj»’ i»[ork unique 
tliero is much of ^hat ^ regard as an i/^fportant event in our history tliat will be loot if 
I do not record it. 

The ecologist in me lia.o me using clear -side paper, of v:hich I have much in the 

discarded pagoo of a ne.: book. Porliaps the other sides will give you an indicati^*^ what 

it says and in fact proves i/ith, aiiiong other things, about a third of a million pages 

of once secret pages I got tlirough more than a dozen FOIA lawsuits. All vxill be a free 

public arcliive at local Bood College, an encelient small one with a fine faculty. It 

was once a woman's college and is still largely tliat. 

Early in your book I Imeu/ I’d have to write you so that can tell people your 

records also will whore tliey can get access to some of uhat you refer to, like the Senate 

^ivil Liberties ^om ittee’s hearings. I have thea, Jlioe Gelders did testify, displaying 

his still vlbiR:: visible wounds from the broadjt studded leather belt with which he was 

flogged. In addition to the Bloody //arl£in hearings I vfas boirowed by the BIE to help it 

with its I960 prosecutions. I’ve made notes from recollection on tliat. 

l/liat impels me to start tliis now, my memory not being as good as it once V7as, is 

to tell you, aftoi' getting to th^ end of your second part, tliat wlulo you are absolutely 

correct in saying tliat Arnold, Fortas c: Porter demande=^ that their loyalty (ugh) clients 

assuro them tliat they were no^" Conmiunists and in telling them that they’d drop them as 

clients if tliey lied, they did maice an exception and I was psirt of it. 

\lhon State fired 10 of us in 1940 under the UcCarran Rider, which did not require 

iicaringo or charges and I got neither, I got tliem to represent us. It wr.s a pogrom. V/e 

were 10 liberal Jews, one a case of mistaken identity. One had been and said he had been 

drop 

a Coranunist. Tliey did not liim and they actually won for us. V/e got a public apology 
and we were rolnxed and then quiljP. J. 

I’d knoT/n Arnold when he was head of anti-trust and charge of all ^'^azi cartel 
work. In my writing I became a sjiecialist in that area. Actually, before Pearl I 

was also mi uni'egistered British agent in that field. I’d knovm PoA^ier after lie left the 
FCC, when lii Jai ^avi fim was in the fiorle Building. I did not knov/ Fortas. The last time 
I aaw liim was at tlio mcnoilal for Cliff in BC, 

“^iko you and Cliff, Idl and 1 were never CJommunists. V/e were, a pli^g^se you liave not^ 
yet used, "proinature anti-fy scists.” Imagine such a concepts 



I had anotlier I tliiiik unprecedented victory 






lomestic fascists when the Bies 



gang came after me wlien 1 was witing a booh on thoni^the reason 1 did not qaccept your 






p_ 




offer to beco;;o part OS th.* anti-poll ta:: coninittee you were then f orminc in I^e <^eyer' s 
office. In the end I got tho Dica agent coavicted of tuo felonies and tlxs grand jury they 
convoked to "get " Jfat ‘^aclcaon and nra yefuaed to indict us. ]jal was a roal/^ati /%ri and 
v/liat she learned told no wlwt I to loiow to beat tlio bastards. It w^s then ifehat I got to 
know Vito ift/arcantonio. ^e became my best friend of tliat era. ^ lived with me in a small- 
two room apartEient I liad in tho black ^etto at 513 DIW. I also provided him vrith trans- 
poi-fcation, including to tho ‘'hite House. I liave a cloar recollection of his excitement 
t.’hen ho cuerged wi^ a coxiferenco viith FDR in wliich FDR made liim a proposition ho accepted, 
'iliat was the yc -.r ilarc had succeeded. iix getting his annual FEPC bill marked as "HR1." FDR 
said tliat he would establish that ^^^-emplcymcnt practises administratively if ^kre 
would xjitlwlraw Ills hi 1 T tliat ilH believed would cause dlssention he wanted to avoid during 
the war atmosphere. 

I'iarc Was, as you say. 

If wlion you and ''llflf visited him and I-iiriam he did not take you to Chiramello's 
cUffee shop on tlie comer you missed a real treat. The best espresso and loarvelous 



C0'/ 

arv honest a person as anyone could be. 



pasti-ioc and candies. Cliiramello's brother was a Ilussolini bodyguard. And one year wlien 
those who loved liim in his district feared something' would happen to him at swearig-in 
i±me, one of t^om got a scven-passongei'^uick and escorted him, they thought to^ 
protect liim.-^to; tiac* OHS', along with a iiLckpocted, Dainnl t/je Dip, tho district s CP head, 
^Ib ’rto Concepcion de tfnacia, wlio* had been counsel tQ, tho Albizu Compos l nraHi p ft ~^oup, and 



I do not ro all tJic others, ^‘arc, viho apiireoiated their concern and know it was baseless, 
asked me to lojh thc.i for him until it was all over. 

Later Lil wont to work in Hare's office, with Edith Johnson. 



Ue wore in Hew Tori: when there vras a de.cparati search for i'krc. His constituents 
Icnew tliat tlio cops wore q.uite capabile of beatini^thera upd.n arrest. One man loiew he 
vras wanted, wanted to team h/imself in, but Csarybeing beaten up unless Hare turned him 
in and sav; the condition in .;hich ho war. turned in and constituted an unspoken throat to the 
police if fcliey tbuclicd him. I speant much of tliat Saturday night and earl^ Sunday morning 
^riving HiHi© Bianchi oroiuid to all the places j^c could be until vre did find him, 

When I was in the amy, at famp Shanks askod^me to visit his brother at 
Roclcland Goner4l Hospital, and I did when I could.I pulled' guard duty in a part of tliat 
hospital the orwi'^ liad talcen over so I had no trouble getting to^hira and spend some time 
vrith him and report bade to on hoWlio Was and who the. he needed or v;anted anything# 

Uov; I i-iinh ^ou and Cliff could have Imom ^(icrc * s motherll She lived in a fi^h storey 
v;allaip* j)ho attended each of ids street-comer speeches, of viliich there were many, and 
slie always carried a newspaper-vdth a lead pipe in it! ^’b.rc3^ botha^- liTved it and was 
embarrassed i(;by it! 

Especially when lie had an ap pointment with FDR, and there were quite a few, I always 












worried about gottinc liini up on time. Ho roadbed. He^^d in paf^^icular 

Gandburc on Lincoln sind much on Elisha ^ovejoy* 

i\nd uas lie ever cregarious. ^^gvgi* abed until the vjee hours! 

The nirfit tlmt the f^rand jury refused to indict me and did indict the Dies fink 
liarc, ^fonl: f^ok and Joe ^'asey, ai'-ong OonGressuieii and a Se\r othoro threv; me a wonderful 
celebration 1 party at the /j^drillon. I'd written n speech ^ did not want him to give for 
IIook7^^^^iidi?caii, lialf-Finn^fi-om I*iclii£nn?.'o uppo^^ninsula and a real Wow tic'aler. That 
ni;-^it ho sajne t\.o songs to me, "Tho Dies of Texas Arc Upon You" and, referrinf to Dies' 
vleo-clmd.i.!iui, Joe, iS^"Star:ios Fell on Alabana.^ " tHq rostuarant let as Iceep going for 
hours after 2 a.m, closing. iht 

Ilarc was not anti-Catholic, Tzas, in fact, part of the taovemont to cot^other 
CabidJii caiiio razed. Spollman hated him. ^-xc liad refused to kiss tlie rinc# And, of 
coui’SG, there \fere those many policy differences. ^ 

V.m 7 trnrFff t'in*c> passilVj’ roforencG to Viet 11am. ^was on one of the earliest ;?id.t 0 i*s 
and editors, and I do not recall any vefernce to tluxt in the file drawers of FBI records 
on me tliat FBI liad. The C^A markod^^&S^^^iajnes on the Abre than 100. Besides me I remember 
Doctor Spftcl:. 

I was greo-lancine then and my houri: were largely my own so I drove ^‘^arc to the 
piano the two thiys he returned to be ijfiailable to liis constituents and met the planes on 
.iiich iie returned. 

Ho used to lefcr to me as "Philos," pronounced like "files." v/as not because of 
the files I then had but a joking reference to "Tho 'J^hin Man" movie starring, was it 0/^ 
Powell? ^o*d oslced me to do such jobs for liim and I did. dur great enjoyment over some. 

Lil:e my discov-ring that ^ol Bloom's dauglitei:^ got and kept a decoration from Mussolini, 
iiarc got all tho time he wanted for tliat debate! (And from the other side, he got all the 
ertra tirao he wante. from ^^am Fish. ) 

It wrPs surprising, given /^rcl^traighforvzard statements of his belief^ and positioaf^ 

that he waj hold in so much respect by so man:/ of his colleagues by so rmny. 

I was with l^JliQTL OOP Icador Hoe Martin loalced to liim what tho GOP feared using, on 

efforts to got us in the war before Pearl ^bor. I vzas vzaf^for hira in the cloaloroom 

durin."- Uio lend-loaso debates when I tliini: it was the eznertlon parliamentary practise, 

J>/55 1 

"Ubclr Joe" Shaniioriof'tiwjrT'Tol tho fatlier of ffl Gore and another Member that if they 
aske;: I^jarc to yield he invariably would and then where would they be? Shannon, or was 
it Cannon, alujjys consultor ^'■^arc when ho wrote abdut the 

0^ the stories I could tell of wliat I recall! He was sui generis! Principlod and like 
you and Cliff, tlil and be, q.ddictod to basic Americanism so <^^uch abus^^4y t&oso who ^rateit! 
Ikii*c liad diabotoG. ^ gaVb liir.iself shots and he liad to have Orange juice if not something 
ini.tliin an hour, I then always liad a job getting him tc the House resta^ant so he could 
iiave broaliast iHiile the others lunched. I got to meet many of the ^^mbei;^hen, whon they 






Preface 



Whatever the purposes of the assassination, major policy 

changes were inevitable and they ensued. 

So it is to make as comprehensible as possible' as full an 

account as is possible in this book that I draw upon what can make 

for understanding of how- the government conspiracy not to solve 

\ 

the crime could and did dcheive success. It was not possible to 

\ • - • , 

use all such records or to include all the people involved. I 

\ / 

hope I have made the most . informative use of the records I could. 
This was an unprecedented event in our history — at least in 

our more recent history. \ 

But never before in our 'history was^there a, law that says the 
people have the right to know\wha^Heir government -does . No 
other country of which I know Vas' this right established in law 

■» T / 

for its people. 

Although bureaucrats ^and tnose who control government do not 
think this way, it is a /law that\can make for better, more honest 
" * ^and*^ore responsible government. Yt makes possible the 

rectification of error not perceiv^ by those in authority . who 

erc.\J,K \ 

It is my experience with and under'^'the law that just about 
all bureaucrats detest it and that all White Houses abominate it 
and inhibit and nullify it with policies’' inimical to it and 
executive orders proscribing and limiting it. 

But to a degree that in retrospect I regard as both 
Inadequate and satisfactory it did work, I did obtain these 
records and with good fortune have been able to draft this book 
that I hope enables us to learn and perhaps in the future may be 
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to tl'.o memorial for Iiim. Ioil:e ^’^ilc.on died at close to tho cane time* France V/heeler 



married a conL.iitte o invc.uti£;ator, 
Udi W/ 



len Soyler, uho died about ;^-4 years aco. A^en^^^ 



'4j.icn rcpririiij OT ce^^ .ilion one of.Ji’raiices(s brothers updaty hie sot, Allen riiii'cted 
that UQ have it. he liad not wanted a TV set tdicn vfe r«*w5»edTarraed. ^e installed it, too. 
Vfhen rancec was in tT-Tiinal illness at the NUI amj Alan‘s mother cane dom to care 
for tJio IdLds, the y* Lui£;oot r.tc its lirct c(?licl food that Lilted itif^part of ono of the 
cliiKjliens ::g raiifT^d. Prances ;.as a wondo-dTul pe**’ on. Slie volunteered on the cormiiittee * o 
staff. -^Gcpite her dicaci’ccmont vltlj bert r.ho was then still livin;^ at hone and many a niiiht 
I drove licr out to their *'^no P.oad hone. 

After world.nc on ilye*c liunitions coumiittee investigation *^il went to work for 
V/hee}.or*o railroad investigating coitmdttee. 






Idl laicvr iilc^or Hiss TjjJ.te \;cll. She insists tliat what the Kwrihi gang cliarged him 
hi^*/ . . 

v;ith is impossible / 1 was Lnter for ry owh reasons absolutely certain tliat ITixooand 

Chambers Imo'.ringly framed Iiim. 

iuiol^er of the coiui.dttoc’c 

Ten to 01 »r lOjae fo • accoos to my roScarch for tho planned bo* k on tlie Dies committee. I 



" * - r one ofV 

iuiol^er of tho coiui.dttoc’o inve. ;ticntorsi,L Charlie Kramer, brought Hollyiiood 



let tiicin liavo \;lmtf^or they Wf^nded on Edv/ai^TItey^ry^ [)iaytryk*o~tpi promise to return it. 

It turned out he i/as tlm finlc aaong them. He retuniod no tiling at all. Years later vdien I 
v;aa able to Ic. nto IdJ.i ho denied exxf recollection of any of thi.: at all! 

If you do not remember tliat, they ent to jail .because they refused to invoke the 
Fifth cUTiendmnnt and insisted on taldlng the First only. 

Virginia, it is a wonderful and an importent book, % copy, aftev-Lil reads it, ^11 
bo available to the youn:; woom women studoniis at hood, hell, almost half of them are not 
all that Thoy aro ;graduate students, many teaoliors who return for master’s degrees. 

If you rom^miber Dave Lloyd, Abt’s asoistaiit, he was in tho Truman Vlhite House and 
lio headed tJio *^'uman tibreU':'’ -^’oundation, died young. 

Last I oa*e Dan /yargollos , another cold-iuar liberal, ho v/as in the State *^ept, 

lU’lph Vfinotoad whnt to ::ork for the UaM^ Ho died when ho fell throug/) the -^ike 
Erie ice near Cleveland. Halph v/as an old wobblie. 

Last I saw Lob Wohlforth he headed Farrar, Strauss and Giroux, He was not much inter- 
ested in my first bool:. He liad no interest at all when m deiformed I had in tliat violent 
asitiye fascist gsjag, The /jjfinutemen, gav^ie what showed they had on their iiit list Bob’s 
son Tin, “I’nien ho did not call abek I loft the info with Ms secretary. And he then also 
did not phone me, Mhepl I later gave that same inf orm<"I!n^ri ting to Jerry???, one of the , 

A . / \ ^ uj n I 

a..ycr5 for the -Detroit W^^te Faiithers, ho got tins' aso throv/n put on it. That Fbl infom^/ 
also ponotratc<l the Grcm/jich Village branch of the violent li/ing of the Students for a 
^liemocratic Society. ^ created the situation tliat led to that terrible explosion. I gave that 
to tlic FBI but it did no tiling. I mean Y /j;ave it coixLes. aJ^ of that part of my files in at 

li 

the '^nive ity of Wisconsin, Stevens gointiji :.hefe a history prof is one of my dearest friends. 
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Tliat dopocit includes i/liat Dr.^rtryk did nolT/dcc of ay Dies research, includes 
carbon copies of unlaw..T- conplotoncso pf-tfiqt committ^*s expenditure records. As soon 
as Dios and J. ^^aiTiccll Feeney vrlio chhneed lii-S nriii^ tu '-^'lioinas came after me I i;ent after 
.l^om. A fiiGnc^/ranc,tJ for tliree v7omcn uho b^/i^fapilties and did not work to copy every 
s"ii::le voLuiclur the connittGe illctl ^ rjet^^eppd. No xeroj/ niacliijies tlicn so they made 
a^’bons. I'liat fink among The Ton took all the ribbon copies at th^ least. 

lliore could be a fine thesis and with a little .lee else an important book based on 
\:liat r mains of those vouchcr5. Thosg. native nazis also stole money and thoir travel 
records shouted tir.t the /f embers .’ere not present, no^ tlio reqytorcd minimuijj^f one, at some 
of I;hi aLlcccd hoarinc*o. One I remomber wr.s when they went After ^onsumeras ^nion. One who 
broiie off from it, the stinker J.B.^tthews, was the sand's chief investigator. 

...I* VC finished pour book.its importance as a documentation of our history cannot be 
exa.CEcratod and, society bein{; u’hat it id, too little attention was paxd to it* r ve 
lived with tliat, to<. , but if we do what we can we liave met our obligations to our 
sociot3'’ and to our:iolves. ihere i.s luuch more; I*d lilce to say but in addition to needing to 
erst to roadinc md chocldiig the accuracy of on enoriMuo manuscript in yesterday's (5.25) 
mail Rov. Craetz, who is a friend of a friend book Kontgomeir to me. In this 

It , 

morning* s mail the reprint of ijy book on the p-iUi assassj nation gets started to him. 

'I, too, liave sought to malce the ^''stcra work the i/ay it is supposed to and I, too, 
had and liave foitli in the law much /Jacks and screams not to work as it should. I*ve 
nuide it work and I*vo failed to. Congress/mende(/ FOIA jrver on^ of nc'' lawsuits in 1974 and 
tliat is w]iat opnicd the FBI, CIA and similar files tliat were kept secret. But in a sense I 
flailed Wiien as James E^rl Bay's invowtigator the law kept liim from getting the tr^ he 
never Irnd even tJiough I was able to use the system to actually exculpate him in an evi- 
(T^iitiary hearing tliat v/as to deterndne \/hother or not he would got that*]^al. Tlie phony 
liberal fedoral judge, faced with complete exculpation- and in such a crime! 1 !- held that 
on wliat Has before liim, whetlier or not the rnan'^cused of IcLlling Dr. ^jag v/ould got a 
trial- guilt or injiocence w*erc im aterial! 

I got aboLitl^r^fOOO pages of once .secret records, mostly of the FBI, and there is 
much of my uork tliat wil/. be available for scholars at l8a^t, at Ilood. ^n the cour.^je of 
J work, even tliou^^i it v/ar. knoi.Ta tliat I was seeking to make the law work in that crime 
tliat r-'-mains unsolved, not a sin. Ic black would help. Hy efforts and those of whites 
in th;) 30LC, got not a singio response. ‘^olm ^or^ers, to i:hoji i gave a copy for each member 
of tlv.' black caucus, got no interest from oiiy on.; of them and when I tried to see a fevx, 
not one ifould seo me. 

If you la.’.ow '.uiy who might be interested notV all tliio is freely available. i\n it wxU 
be i i the future. 

But not a single black stu l3nt or v/riter lias asked me anytliing about anytliing. 
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It xz just i/ondor:‘ia tliat ^‘olumbia did thoce oral liistorios and. thr.t filabama has 
jUit then togotlier in a book and published it I 

lou refer to the iiapatiencc of yeuii^^ hlc,cl:s^ilt\\ \ihat they thou»-ht was i-ins* slovmess. 
At hrj cnoQvsqQQiii nt a dear friend i/ho is a Hoed liiatory professor got records of it 
fr'-Jia th'.-i F3I and lian co-pletod a book on tho ‘^’oor Hooples Campaign# Whether or not I am 
right, I bo'ievj tlir.t aside from haviug to lo m '“ing acted as he thought he could uith 
tlrj situation ^iid attitudes of tl>e time, opting for the clianco of sacesz rather tlrjji 
uitli lUGroly l'u?.vi.'';'7 aiiothcr dci:ionstration« It is good tliat youth is ijipatient and it is 
^ood that tiioi’o is niaturity coming from experiences thst senses the prospects of success# 
//e uses ill t; is laanuscript soaethii^ - gave liim that mazr inter^^st you. 

When the DJ was forced, in part by th FOIA lawsuit I had filed, to make on internal 

jiiVG.-tigation of hon the FBI treatec/ ling, with considerable stonewalling and not a little 

perjury tlicy viero able to witMiold from me for about six ^months the incredible record of 
tho ficld-officG records on/(iiig, the SCLC and his closer associaifes and familjr. V/hen 

I finally got it (and showed it to Garrow, who was able to use it, tather the information 

in it, i/V liio '^'ul?.tzer book) it was actually 402 pages! 

‘^y friend also tabulateiif the number of preachers who got into FBI files by support of 



tliat campaign-hundreds of tlicml 



Wo do \ihai we can and you, dear Virginia, liave done much more than almost anyone can 
hope to do, with courage, irith principle and with a truljF remarkable degree of success# 
Ilec'’ you adol taoro years the many you liave accumulated and enjoy the satisfaction 



of liaving\ervcd your country, all of us, as magnifidently as you did! 

Our love wLt^ our groat respect , 

Plesae do not talco the time to respond. Hot 
necessary. 

Where I sa.Y on })age 4 that I liad to aualcen th^ lazy Pritch, it was so he could road tho brief 
lio was supposed to pi*eporo and >t so lie could respond Weisberg 

LaFollete*s questions. 

Sorry about my tyixLng, O'anH be any better now. 
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